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As an attorney specializing in estate planning, Dirk Hoffius understands the

multiple benefits of charitable giving. It’s an opportunity he always addresses with

clients, and in his work. It’s a subject that comes up naturally in conversations. “Once

we’ve talked about their family and their objectives for the estate plan, I ask them to

consider other things,” says Dirk. “Is there anything they would like to do for other

family members? Is there a special bequest?”

Many clients have never thought about making a substantial charitable gift, particularly
those with smaller estates and little liquidity. They often struggle with determining what the
right charity would be. Dirk encourages them to consider all the alternatives, and points out
the unique value of community foundations. “What about doing something through our
community foundation? It’s one resource that covers everything; one that allows you to give
to every charitable organization you’re interested in.”

A concern for quality of life. In years of working with clients, Dirk has found that “everyone
is interested in philanthropy in their community because they care about the quality of life
that surrounds them, their family, their peers, their customers, and their friends. People
want to be asked what matters to them in society. They want to be encouraged in their vision
of what they can achieve as community-minded individuals, and supported in their desire
to contribute to what is good in their community.”
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Connecting clients
with community
“The challenge is to help

clients realize their goal of

contributing to the good of

the community,” says Dirk.

“There’s no way to learn

about all the charities clients

might be interested in.

The community foundation

has those connections in the

community, and it doesn’t

separate donors from their

money,” says Dirk. “It’s

a resource that enables

people to be charitable in

a very personal and

meaningful way.”




